WAR
quite inevitable, There were present at that important
gathering Morlcy, Beauchamp, Simon, Lloyd George, Harcourt,
Herbert Samuel, Pease, McKinnon Wood (not sure about
Runciman).' The general voice was loud that Burns was right
and that the Cabinet should not have passed Grey's language
to the French Ambassador.
So the Cabinet from day to day strove for agreement. Not
until the last days did the question of Belgium emerge. It
must be remembered,, however, that most of the Cabinet were
ignorant of the fact that whether Belgium were invaded or
not, we were bound by our secret agreement to intervene.
Grey had made up his mind, Asquith supported him, and in
the end the Foreign Secretary had his way.
On Sunday afternoon, 2 August, the dissolution of the
Ministry seemed imminent. Hour by hour the majority for
peace dwindled. Belgium was the deciding factor that finally
converted the peace section. On Sunday evening all but two
had capitulated. Lord Morlcy and John Burns remained
unconvinced and resigned office.
While the Cabinet had swung round from neutrality to
intervention, the rank and file of the Liberal Party were for
the most part against this country becoming mixed up in
this quarrel. The issue raised by the violation of Belgian
neutrality by Germany had not at that time arisen, and the
Radical Anti-Imperialist section was greatly in the majority.
Traditionally opposed to Tsarism, they were not at all inclined
to become an ally of Russia if war should come. The Daily
News of Saturday, i August 1914 rightly interpreted the
views of most Liberals.
There was an important article by Mr. A. G. Gardiner^ a
former editor and one of the best-known publicists and writers
in. the London Press. Under the streaming headlines, WHY WE
MUST NOT FIGHT, XCNGLAND AND THE CRISIS.   After this powerful
lead there followed a scathing attack on Russia, in. which he says:
* If we crush Germany irx the dust and make Russia the
Dictator of Europe and Asia, it will be the greatest disaster
that has ever befallen western culture and civilization.'
The correspondence column of this very important news-
paper was full of letters of strong protest against Britain
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